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possess himself of both the initiative and the offen-
sive, and in the dark winter months his opponents
replied with the very strategy he had practised on
the Aisne, and dug themselves into trenches from
which he could not oust them.

Sir John French, when he began the march to the
sea, thought less of defence than attack. He ex-
pected that in a few weeks he would have under him
a force of ten infantry and four cavalry divisions
with which to turn the German right and swing east-
ward along the coast. But on 2nd October he heard
from Kitchener that Antwerp was in imminent
danger, and on the 9th came the news of its fall.

II

With the news of the fall of Antwerp the original
Allied plan was replaced by a second. The Belgian
army would retire by Bruges and Ghent to the line
of the Yser to protect the Allied left. Lille and La
Bassee must be held by the Allies, and the British,
pivoting on the latter place, would swing south-east-
ward and threaten the north-western communications
of the vast German front, which now ran from some-
where near Tournai southward to the Aisno Heights.
In the last resort, if the Allies were forestalled in La
Bassee and Lille, the strategy of Marlborough might
be used, and, instead of a frontal attack, an envelop-
ing movement could be attempted from the line of
the Lys against the right flank of the main German
armies. The Germans were from the start well-
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